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Prudent for aspiring influencers 
to pursue tertiary studies, 

experts say. > 4 & 5 

Glitz and glam: A model posing as a social media 
influencer. - YAP CHEE HONG/The Star 

B Chasing the 

dream 
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Influencers 
need to 
study too 
While gig work can be lucrative, paper 
qualifications are still important 

By JAAYNE JEEVITA 
jaayne@thestar.com.my 

WITH the rise of social media 
and digital platforms, a new 
aspiration has emerged among 
Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) 
leavers: to become influencers. 

Social media influencing has 
become such a way of life 
for young Malaysians that 
a number of them say 
they are interested to 
carve out a career in 
the captivating world 
of social media influ-
ence, instead of embark-
ing on the traditional 
higher education path. 

According to the 
UCSI Poll Research 
Centre, some 490 out of 1,000 
respondents of its study say they 
do not want to pursue further 
studies, and 34% of this group 
aged between 18 and 20 want to 
be social media influencers or 
affiliates (see infograpics). 

The study on post-SPM pursuits 
was conducted in March with this 
group of SPM school-leavers say-
ing they wanted to create content 
for online platforms instead of 
furthering their studies. 

UCSI Poll Research Centre chief 
executive officer Assoc Prof Dr 
Pek Chuen Khee said becoming 
an influencer is an "almost irre-
sistible" career option because it 
offers creative freedom, good 
earning potential, and the oppor-
tunity to make an impact. 

The minimum wage of many 
fresh graduates is a cause for 
concern among youths, he said, 
adding that social media influ-
encers can earn thousands of 
ringgit just for uploading a short 
video clip to promote food or 
other goods and services. 

"An influencer, or KOL (key 
opinion leader) with a strong fol-
lowing, can earn anything from 
RM1.700 to RM3,000 per post. 

"Naturally, being young, they 
would gravitate towards doing 
this rather than getting a tradition-
al job or continuing their studies 
because they think being an influ-
encer allows them to be financial-
ly stable, independent, and able to 
support their dream lifestyles. 

"Just like fresh graduates, post-
SPM students take a keen interest 

Pek 
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What kind of job would you be looking for 
if you do not further your studies? 

in the job market. Perhaps becom-
ing an influencer looks more 
attractive to some now because 
they see their friends with a paper 
qualification earning less than 
those without," Pek told StarEdu. 

Sharing that her son had once 
aspired to become a YouTuber, 
Monash University Malaysia 

Economics Department head 
Dr Grace Lee Hooi Yean 

said when school-leavers 
choose to become influ-
encers instead of pursu-
ing higher education 
after the SPM, it can be 

challenging for parents 
and family members who 

may have more tradi-
tional views about what 
constitutes a successful 

career and the importance of ter-
tiary education. 

Lee, who is also the varsity's 
associate professor of economics, 
said instead of being dismissive, 
parents and teachers should 
attempt to engage with students 
(see infographics). 

"Introduce the 'Practical Trial' 
concept to your teens. Encourage 
them to initiate their influencing 
journey while highlighting how 
success may not be as easily 
attainable as they think. 

"This could serve as a 
reality check as the 
glamorised influenc-
er lifestyle they see 
online is not nec-
essarily the norm. 

"For every influ-
encer who has 
gained a significant 
following, there are 
many more who |_ee 
struggle to achieve 
the required hits 
before they actually make money," 
she said, adding that encouraging 
them to dabble in it before decid-
ing on their next career moves 
gives them firsthand exposure to 
the challenges involved. 

Not a bed of roses 
Fostering an awareness of 

failed cases is crucial to provide 
a balanced perspective even if 
the teen has already made up his 
or her mind to become an influ-
encer, Lee said. 

While it is important to 

acknowledge the success sto-
ries, she stressed that it is equal-
ly important to expose them to 
instances where individuals have 
faced difficulties or failed. 

This, she said, could involve 
discussing real stories of influ-
encers who struggled to establish 
their brands, faced mental health 
issues, and discovered how finan-
cially unstable the career can be. 

She suggested that parents and 
teachers facilitate conversations 
on these unsuccessful cases to 
help teens understand the poten-
tial risks and challenges associat-
ed with becoming an influencer. 

"It's essential to stress that suc-
cess in this field, as in any other, is 
not guaranteed and requires per-
sistent effort, strategic planning 
and sometimes, a stroke of luck. 

"Additionally, parents and edu-
cators could offer to put kids in 
touch with industry experts who 
can discuss their triumphs and 
disappointments, and offer them 
useful advice. 

"Real-world experiences can 
often shed light on things that 
academic knowledge cannot. 

"The goal should not be to dis-
courage teens from following 
their passion, but rather to make 
sure they are prepared with a 
realistic grasp of what the path 

may involve. 
"Create an environment 

where the teens have 
access to balanced knowl-
edge, real-world experi-
ence, encouragement and 
guidance so that they are 

able to make wise judge-
ments regarding their profes-

sional paths," she advised. 

Education matters 
Relying on social media as a 

career path has its drawbacks, 
Multimedia University (MMU) 
deputy dean (Students Experience 
and Alumni) and postgraduate 
programme coordinator Dr 
Mokhtarrudin Ahmad cautioned. 

Higher education, he said, 
helps mitigate those challenges. 

The popularity of social media 
platforms can fluctuate, he said, 
pointing out that if one platform 
loses prominence or undergoes 
significant changes, an influenc-
er's career could be jeopardised. 

Help! My child 
wants to be an 
INFLUENCER 
Tips for parents on how 
to engage with their 
teens who don't want to 
continue studying: 

Open dialogue 
Engage in an open and honest 
conversation with your teens 
about their decision. 
Understand their motivations 
behind becoming an 
influencer, their long-term 
goals, and how they plan to 
achieve them. 

O » 
Research together 
Encourage your teens to 
research and understand the 
implications and potential 
challenges of being an 
influencer. This could include 
understanding the business 
side of influencing, such as 
managing contracts and 
finances, as well as the 
potential impact on their 
privacy and mental health. 

Source: Monash University 
Malaysia Economics 
department head and Associate 
Professor of Economics Dr 
Grace Lee Hooi Yean 

Explore education 
options 
Discuss how further 
education can support their 
careers as influencers. There 
are numerous courses and 
degrees in fields such as 
digital marketing, business 
and media studies that could 
provide valuable skills and 
knowledge for a career as an 
influencer. 

< 

Promote skills 
development 
Encourage your teens to 
continue learning and 
developing skills, both within 
and beyond a formal 
education setting. This could 
include short courses in video 
editing, social media 
management or photography. 

Support and monitor 
Provide emotional support to 
your teens as they navigate 
their new careers, and 
monitor their online activities 
to ensure their safety. 

MENTAL PHYSICAL 

Emphasise balance 
Encourage your teens to 
maintain a balance in life. 
This means setting 
boundaries for work, 
continuing to interact socially 
outside of their online 
presence, and ensuring they 
maintain their physical and 
mental health. 

^Stargraphics 
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Our post-SPM journey 
pleasures, freelancing 
empowers me to pursue 
my dreams and be in 
control of my earnings. 
The f reedom and flexibili-
ty is truly priceless as it 
gives me work-l i fe bal-
ance. I can channel my 
skills and talents to vari-
ous projects, constant ly 
learning and growing as I 
go along. I intend — _ 
to go to college, V V 
though not any- w W 
t ime soon. 

- Singer and influencer 
Nur Melissa Shawaluddin, 18 

^ ^ Having comple ted 
fl| j h my SPM exams 

recently and 
achieved 11 As, I look for-
ward to complet ing my 
foundat ion in science 
course by early next year. I 
admire SPM leavers w h o 
have the courage to pursue 
the social media influenc-
ing pathway. I enjoy watch-
ing reels of Singaporean 
and Malaysian comedy 
inf luencers on social media 
because of the originality 
of their content and how 
deeply their words reso-
nate wi th me in my daily 
life. Certainly, the conven-
t ional pathway after com-
pleting the SPM is to pur-
sue pre-university studies, 
but this route may 
not suit the needs 
of everyone. 

- Goh Li Lian, 18 

^ ^ Becoming an 

HI III 'nf'uencer was an 

incredible journey 
but it was one that I 
s tumbled on. It's like hav-
ing a ful l-t ime job that 
constant ly demands cre-
ativity. My passion for 
act ing led me to TikTok, 
where I could showcase 
my talent through short, 
dialogue-fi l led videos. 
The initial exci tement of 
creating acting content 
was indescribable but as 
t ime went on, I felt the 
need for someth ing 
fresh. So, I decided to 
dive into the wor ld of 
jewellery and beauty 
product reviews, and it 
was fun but eventually, 
that too lost its charm. 
Never one to shy away 
f rom trying new things, I 
ventured into making 
funny content wi th my 
friends, wh ich definitely 
brought some laughs, 
but even that became 
repetitive. In the end, I 
realised that the key to 
true fu l f i lment was to be 
genuine and authentic. 
Embracing my passion 
for singing, I now per-
fo rm wi th my band, and 
it's a dream c o m e true! I 
also do some freelance 
work in retail and busi-
ness. I've been able to 
generate a steady 
income and even splurge 
on things I've always 
wanted. As a girl who 
loves to indulge in life's 

^ ^ I was 
• • I already 

an influ-
encer even 
before I sat for 
the SPM 2022 
exams. Even 
wi thout a 
degree, I a m 
able to earn 
good money so 
I a m just going 
to cont inue 
doing it, espe-
cially wi th ter-
t iary educat ion 
being so 
expensive and 
the cost of liv-
ing constant ly 
on the rise. The 
basic salary of 
a f resh gradu-
ate is so much 
lower than 
what I'm cur-
rently earning 
through paid 
partnerships 
and doing lives-
t reams. My par-
ents are not 
well-to-do 
either and I do 
not want to be 
bur- _ _ 
dened • • 
by # # 
debts. 

- Influencer who 
only wants to be 
known as Amirah 

Higher education can help 
influencers gain skills and 
knowledge that transcend specif-
ic platforms, allowing them to 
adapt and flourish regardless of 
how the social media land-
scape evolves, said 
Mokhtarrudin. 

"Typically, social 
media work can be 
unpredictable. And it's 
a solitary endeavour. 

"Algorithms evolve, 
new platforms emerge 
and trends change. The 
social media land-
scape is constantly 
evolving so influencers must 
keep abreast of new trends, algo-
rithms and features. 

"A degree can provide a con-
tingency plan and offer alterna-
tive career opportunities, which 
ensures career stability and 
helps expand their skill sets. 

"Certain knowledge and criti-
cal thinking skills that you pick 
up in degree courses like digital 
marketing and media studies 
can really help you navigate 
these changes," he said. 

Ravi Prasath Poongkuntran, a 
popular TikToker who goes by 
the name Ravi Zephyr, said 
being an influencer offers sever-

Mokhtarrudin 

al financial incentives that make 
it an attractive career option for 
school-leavers post-SPM. 

Social media provides limitless 
potential for making money, 

especially if one has a sub-
stantial following and 

high engagement, he 
said. 

As an influencer, 
there are various 
avenues to generate 

income, including 
brand collaborations, 

sponsorships, and even 
launching one's 
business, he 

explained. 
Brand collaborations, in particu-

lar, can be lucrative, with influ-
encers receiving payment for pro-
moting products or services based 
on their reach, engagement and 
niche, the 23-year-old shared. 

And having clout as an 
influencer can open doors to 
earning appearance fees or 
being compensated for attending 
exclusive events such as movie 
premieres, product launches or 
pop-up store events, in exchange 
for content creation on social 
media platforms, he added. 

"There are many incentives, be 
it networking or financial inde-

pendence, that being an influenc-
er offers but school-leavers should 
not give up on higher education 
even if they want to do this. 

"The success and longevity of 
an influencer is not guaranteed. 
Even established influencers 
rely heavily on brand campaigns 
for their earnings, which means 
that a monthly paycheck is not 
guranteed. 

"Additionally, maintaining con-
sistent campaign collabora-
tions requires you to stay 
relevant and post con-
sistently, which can be 
mentally draining. 

"The fast-paced 
nature of the enter-
tainment industry 
adds to the pressure of 
creating content that 
builds the brand and 
focuses on longevity, 
rather than simply 
chasing trends for tem-
porary viral success," he said. 

Ravi Prasath, who is studying 
engineering, advises aspiring 
influencers to continue their 
studies. 

"I'm going to sound like an old 
boomer grandfather but as 
someone who is pursuing higher 
education while being a content 

Ravi Prasath 

creator, I can confidently say 
that the disadvantages outweigh 
the advantages if we only consid-
er the influencer career path. 

"Don't give up on an education 
just to be an influencer. Try to bal-
ance both pursuits. It will require 
some effort since you need to be 
consistent with your content, but 
that doesn't mean you have to 
post every single day," he said. 

Influencers, said Lee, are part of 
the gig economy, which contrib-

utes to the country's growth. 
Legislation, she said, is 

essential to ensuring 
that gig workers are 
not marginalised. 

"We must be able to 
recognise the value 

and potential of jobs in 
the gig economy. 

"Such jobs provide 
flexibility and can 
cover vacancies in tra-
ditional employment 

sectors. 
"It is crucial to provide gig 

workers with the same benefits 
as traditional employees to pro-
mote income stability. 

"This includes fundamental 
liberties such as the right to a 
minimum wage, sick leave, and 
social security benefits." 
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SUMMARIES
Prudent for aspiring influencers to pursue tertiary studies, experts say. > 4 & 5 B Chasing thedream

Glitz and glam: A model posing as a social media influencer. - YAP CHEE HONG/The Star

While gig work can be lucrative, paper qualifications are still important

WITH the rise of social media and digital platforms, a new aspiration has emerged among Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) leavers:
to become influencers.
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