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Judges for SOBA entries are made up of representatives from various industry trade
associations,
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SMEs

REALISING the
SME market an
ry's The Star O
Awards (SOBA) came into the picture. First
held in 2010, SOBA is now into its eighth
year.
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SOBA also seeks to inspire and encourage
local businesses to promote the country and
showcase its products and services not just

(from left) Wong, Traﬂsport Minister Datuk Seri Liow Tiong Lai and Star Media Group Bhd
chairman Datuk Fu Ah Kiow lauded the achievements of SMEs and encouraged them to go

Eight years
of supporting

Star Media Group will continue efforts to
support emerging businesses

of SOBA in 2010 was to promote business
and
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attained by outstanding businesses.

“We always hope that more entrepreneurs
and recognise that SOBA is a fan-
msﬁcoppmunirywelememeirmhumde
t a clear-
er look into'their business processes. SOBA
understands the role of local busi-
nesseslncnnn-lhuﬂngtotheemmmkdwﬂ-
opment of Mala:
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identify the contributions by remarkable
SMEs towards the country’s economic
growth and also to put them through the mill
to achieve greater accomplishments. Awards
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within but also globally.
The a presented to local enterprises
recognise their performance in various
of business including categories such
CSR, green initiatives, innova-
tion and global
This means not only looldng at businesses
that do well with their bottom lines, but that
are at the forefront in anti the future
needs not only of the companies, but also of
Acestar Sdn Bhd the econamic sector in which they op
CEO Natalie Sit On many occasions, companies have used
won Female SOBA as a benchmark to gauge their
Entrepreneur of strengths in the industry and as a guideline
.the Year (Up to to look at ways to improve and innovate.
RM25mil) in An enterprise that how to adjust its
2016 after being operational procedures to meet environmen-
one of the Most tal concerns, and in the process grow its
Promising Award profits, will stand out.
recipient the Star Media Group Bhd group managing
previous year. director and chief executive T Datuk

Seri Wong Chun Wai said the establishment

;\pan from the awards, Star Media Group
also organises various workshops and con-
ferences under SOBA such as the Learning
Series and the Star SMEBiz Think Tank
throughout the year to educate, equip,
engage and connect SMEs.

Over the years, SOBA has also received
support from various companies, organisa-
tions and agencies such as PKT Logistics
Group Sdn Bhd, Exim Bank, BMW, Citroen,
The Main Place, AmBank, Credit Guarantee
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Star Media Group Bhd group chief operating urhcer Calvin Kan {mndme of fmnl row] with long-
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time partners of SOBA (Back row, from left) M

ia Entrep Association

honorary treasurer Datuk Billy Goh, SME Assaciation of Malaysia preﬁ-dent Datuk Michael Kang,

Federation of Malaysian Manuf

ber Datuk Mi Ghani,

turers council

Federation of Federation of Malaysia Chinese Guilds Association deputy president Lum Kim
Soong and Branding Association of Malaysia president Datuk Eric Chong, (Front row, from left)
BDO executive director Mok Chew Yin, Kuala Lumpur Malay Chamber of Commerce president
Don Nazwim Don Najib, Agensi Inovasi Malaysia chief executive officer Datuk Mark Rozario,
Malaysia Retail Chain Association deputy president Ualene Ehoo and Malaysian Associated

Indian Ct of Co e & Industry repr

To participate visit soba.com.my
- orcaoll: 03-7967 1388 .
Ext: 1432 / 1436 [ 1657
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efforts.

“SOBA helped us increase our company
profile and our marketability has gone to a
different level. Our company and industry
was previously under the radar. Now, we are
getting more interest from investors.

“It is nice to be able to share how a
Malaysian brand can be on par with interna-
tional brands,” said Ng.

Mega Fortris provides security seals solu-
tions to various industry globally including
the gaming and logistics industries.

Last year, the company also
of the Year
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Corp Malaysia Bhd, Digi.com Bhd, Malaysia
External Trade Development Corp (Matrade)
and Human Resources Development Fund as
it strives to boost small businesses in
Malaysia.

Matrade deputy chief executive officer
Sharimahton Mat Saleh noted that the agen-

cy has had a engagement with The Star
as SOBA provides it a good platform to
reach out to SMEs.

“There is good synérgy there. Through
this, we can have a larger pool of companies
to export Malaysian products,” she said.

To further recognise the achievemems of
upcoming Hl-and and
start-ups as well as the more established
SMEs, SOBA was sub-categorised into two
tiers in 2016: enterprises with sales turnover
of up to RM25mil and companies with turno-
ver above RM25mil.

Mega Fortris (M) Sdn Bhd chief executive
officer Adrian Ng, winner of the Male
Entrepreneur of the Year award in the
Above RM25mil revenue category at SOBA
2016, is appreciative of Star Media Group's

RM25mil category), Gold for Best Global
Market, Gold for Best Innovation and Silver
for Best Brand in the Above RM25mil catego-

Meanwhile, SecureMetric Technology Sdn
Bhd chief executive officer Edward Law
Seeh Key noted that SOBA has garnered a
strong brand for credibility.

“Our first submission was in 2015 and we
won one award. We found that it was neu-
tral and the award was not available for
sale. So we submitted entries for four catego-
ries in 2016 and won three.

“Most of the awards in the market can be

bought. But not SOBA. It's a real com-
peljljon We feel honoured that we won on
merit,” said Law.

SecureMetric won Platinum for Best in

ing, Gold for Best Innovation and
Silver for Best Global Market in the Up to
RM25mil category at SOBA 2016.

SMEs looking to benchmark themselves
are welcome to submit their entry forms for
SOBA 2017. Submission kits can be down-
loaded from www.soba.com.my.

Deadline for this year's submission is
October 13.

SOBA is open to all local enterprises not
part of a multinational or listed group incor-
porated in Malaysia with foreign equity not
exceeding 50%.
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Gintell group
managing direc-
tor Datuk Goh
Cheh Yak [eighth
from left) strikes
a pose with his
team after their
impressive win
at SOBA 2015.

CALVIN KHIU

GROUP MANAGING DIRECTOR

Datuk Calvin Khiu
(second from
right) receives
his Young
Entrepreneur of
the Year award
in the Above
RM25mil catego-
ry from Liow
(second from
left) at SOBA
2016 as Wong
(left) and Fu

SOBA 2015 Male Entrepreneur of the Year grand winner Plaza Premium Lounge Malaysia Sdn
Bhd chief executive officer and founder Song Hoi See (second from left), special mention winners
Feruni Ceramiche Sdn Bhd managing director Ngei Chee Chau (left) and MTS Fibromat (M) Sdn
Bhd chief executive officer Danny Ng Kian Boon (second from right) with Minister in the Prime
Minister’s Department Datuk Seri Dr Wee Ka Siong (centre) and Wong.

SO0BA also enables past winners-such as 3R Quest Sdn Bhd director Jerome Heah, to share their
experiences at Learning Series.

~

¥



i SEETE




